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Canal panorama
The last electric chain tugs in Europe 
are to be taken out of service in 2020, after 
works to make the 5670m-long Riqueval 
Tunnel (on the Canal de Saint-Quentin) safe 
and well ventilated so that craft can pass through 
under their own power 1 . Christophe Lefebvre 
There will be no towing through what may 
become, in 2023, the world’s first ship canal 
tunnel, the 1700m-long Stad tunnel in Norway 
2  NCA/sNøhettA. Canoeing tours through the Paw 
Paw Tunnel are a regular event of the Chesapeake 
and Ohio Canal Association. This crew in 2017, 
with Tony Laing, Pat White and Barbara Sheridan, 
will show the tunnel to delegates after next year’s 
WCC 3 . The Canal de Manzanares southeast of 
Madrid was an ambitious project that was never 
completed. Vestiges have been built into a linear 
park close to the city. This is the 10th lock on the 
26km-long canal 4   WikipediA. Canal enthusiasts 
are saddened by the derisory makeover of the 
Montech water slope, with the péniche Altair 
placed in the middle of the slope beside the 
traction unit, brightly painted as if to make up for 
its immobility 5 . Container barge on the Saigon 
River in Hô Chi Minh City 6 . August marked the 
50th anniversary of the Waterways Recovery 
Group in the UK; a working party is seen here in 
a lock of the Grantham Canal 7  iWA. The newly-
restored Bezdan Lock will soon allow barges and 
boats to enter the Danube-Tisa-Danube Hydro 
System of Vode Vojvodine from the Danube 8   
J. MAJor This year has seen catastrophic growth of 
algae, water lentils and weeds in canals in England 
(the Shropshire Union Canal at Ellesmere Port 9  ), 
and even worse in many parts of the French canal 
system. Here two péniches meet on the western 
part of the Canal de la Marne au Rhin in May 10 . 
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